Psychology 291 - Assignment 2:  Essay  (Recommended length: 6 to 7 pages)


The last paper is due on May 11th.  You can choose between these two options. Please follow APA standards.  Contact me with questions or concerns.

Option One: We are in the middle of the largest world pandemic in the last century and the stressors upon are society are tremendous.  These stressors have brought into stark relief serious structural inequalities in America related to poverty, race, class structure, access to technology and access to healthcare.  For the purposes of this assignment, outline and detail one or two of these inequalities within our society.  After identifying the problem, speculate on the underlying causes of the issues and how they could and should be addressed.  The first step in fixing a problem is admitting there is a problem.  In regards to these inequalities, make your case for what you think the problem is, what the root causes are and what the solutions could be. 

Option Two: America is a country of immigrants who often don't seem to like immigrants.  In the history of our country, there has been times when anti-immigrant sentiment has been in ascendance and times when we have been more accepting.  It has been argued that America is in one of those periods where anti-immigrant feelings towards Hispanics is on the increase.  In his opening remarks declaring his candidacy for President, Donald Trump in referring to undocumented immigrants from Mexico stated, "They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.".  This theme of America being under attack from immigrants, the need for a border wall and the decision to separate families at the border have all been in keeping with this trend.  For this assignment I want you to compare this current anti-immigrant sentiment to past periods and past groups.  What do they have in common, what is different?  What are the facts when it comes to the issues today.  Are undocumented immigrants taking jobs away from Americans?  Is this group a source of crime?  Will a wall on our southern border help solve the problem.  What is the difference between a person seeking refugee status and just crossing the border.  What are the push factors that have led to an increase in individuals seeking refugee status?






